
CRI Perspective CP1304 Page 1 of 2

http://www.equip.org/news/cp1304.html 4/19/99

CRI Perspective 
CP1304

Karla Faye Tucker and Capital Punishment1  

The most powerful testimony to the grace and goodness of God I have ever 
witnessed is that of Karla Faye Tucker. While she has openly confessed to the ax 
murders of two human beings, she also openly confessed that Jesus Christ has 
become the Savior and Lord of her life. Because of the media coverage she received 
as the first woman to face capital punishment in Texas since the civil war, she has 
reached more people with the good news of the gospel than virtually anyone on the 
planet. As she so eloquently pointed out, if God has the power to transform her life, 
no one is outside the pale of His forgiveness.2

Tragically, however, the pardon God has given her from the wages of sin has caused 
Christian leaders like Pat Robertson to demand that Karla Faye Tucker be pardoned 
from capital punishment as well. Left in the hands of Christian leaders who exalt 
sentiment over Scripture, the justice system is destined for moral bankruptcy. As J. 
Daryl Charles, former Scholar-in-Residence at the Wilberforce Forum of Prison 
Fellowship in Washington D.C. aptly put it: 

"To suggest that the ultimate human crime should not be met with the 
ultimate punishment at the hands of the civil authorities is not 
'compassion' as some would have it; rather it is moral prostitution of the 
highest order. If a person cannot be made to answer for a capital crime, 
then everything in the world is arbitrary and nothing is certain."3

In other words, when mercy overshadows morality the consequences are massive. A 
culture unwilling to uphold the death penalty for someone who has confessed to 
murdering two people in cold blood is a culture that is willing to compromise the 
sanctity of human life. Charles also points out that while capital punishment is 
"scandalous to the secular mind, it is central to the biblical mindset."4

"The moral rationale lying behind the life-for-life mandate is rooted in 
the efficacy of the Noahic covenant in Genesis 9. This imperative is 
directed at man as man and thus is universal in scope. Accordingly, 
deliberately killing a human being created in the image of God is 
tantamount to killing God in effigy."5

In an interview I saw on Larry King Live, Victor Rodriguez, chairman of the Texas 
Board of Pardons and Paroles, seemed to demonstrate more discernment than 
Christian leaders strongly urging commutation.6 In essence, they have compromised 
their calling by elevating the life of a confessed murderer above the life of a victim 
who was not given the option of life in prison. Ironically, like Tucker herself,7 even 
one of the thieves who were crucified with Christ had the candor to confess, "We are 
getting what our deeds deserve."8

As much as on a personal level I would like to see Karla Faye Tucker live, the 
problem with Christian leaders like Pat Robertson who have publicly called for the 
Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles to spare her life because she has been changed 
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by Christ are three-fold. First, as previously noted, capital punishment is a means by 
which society underscores the sanctity of human life. Furthermore, if Karla Faye 
Tucker's sentence is commuted because she has found Christ, the precedent is 
established for murderers who find Krishna to be spared as well. Finally, as 
syndicated columnist Cal Thomas poignantly put it, "To allow people convicted of 
past acts to be absolved by future acts would ruin what is left of the criminal justice 
system."9

Hank Hanegraaff
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